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Excellency President of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly;

Excellency Speakers of Parliaments and Members of AIPA Parliamentary Delegates;

Heads and Members of Observer Delegates;

Secretary General of AIPA;

Head of the Timor Leste Parliamentary Delegation;

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen;

Assalamu'alaikum warohmatullahi wabarokaatuh
We, the Delegates of the Parliaments of the ASEAN countries who are part of AIPA, are in this beautiful island of Lombok to reinforce our commitment as well as our strategic role as representatives of the people as spearheads in establishing the formation of the ASEA Community 2015. Our presence at the 33rd General Assembly of AIPA is expected to provide an oasis of soothing solutions to the complex issues which continue to occur in this region.
Since its establishment around four decades ago, AIPA always stand in the frontline as a constructive partner for ASEAN to materialize a more peaceful and prosperous South East Asia region. The consistency in playing its role and the efforts of AIPA will always be there and even more amidst the myriad problems and complexities in the region. In this 33rd AIPA General Assembly we are facing a number of problems that should be addressed effectively in a timely manner. The issues of money laundering, implementation of green economy, poverty alleviation, development gap and the initiative to increase the role of women parliamentarians in the South East Asia.
Your Excellency the President of AIPA and 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

In recent days we were surprised by security instability in some of diplomatic facilities in the Middle East region which has been triggered by a provocative film titled "innocence of Muslims". The sea of demonstrators flooded the main streets of major cities in the Middle East to protest the degradation and insult against Islam in the name of freedom of speech. The Indonesian Delegation condemns the dishonorable act committed by the irresponsible film director. Even so, we call upon the ASENA people to ensure that the demonstrations taking place in many cities in the region remain peaceful, non-violence and in line with peace and harmonius values of ASEAN. 

Your Excellency the President of AIPA and 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are awed by the proliferation of money laundering crime these days. The advanced monetary and banking systems apparently still have loopholes for these disgraceful acts. The crime of money laundering has disadvantage the economy of ASEAN Countries. We, therefore, would like to advise AIPA Member Parliaments to refine their legislative functions in building anti-money laundering regimen in their respective countries. Then, AIPA member parliaments are also expected to support law enforcement agencies and judiciary bodies to strengthen their bilateral cooperation with other countries through extradition agreement or mutual legal assistance agreement. The Ministers of Finance and Governors of Central Bank of ASEAN Countries should also receive our support in creating regulations and oversight that can prevent this white-collar crime. We have to close the loopholes for practice that can potentially destroy the foundation of our region’s economy.                                                                                       

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

Food scarcity and global development imbalance that we are facing nowadays are not the legacy that we want to leave for the future generations. We have to work hard to close economic and social development gap and to design an environmentally friendly society. Thus, we need to pay great attention to green economy development. The Indonesian Delegation is in the conviction that green economy development can support economic growth to alleviate poverty and at the same time provides room for development of environmentally friendly technology. This green economy initiative will of course need solid parliamentary support. Aside from maximizing the legislation, oversight and budgetary functions, AIPA member parliaments are also expected to be able to be able to negotiate with their parliamentary counterparts in developed countries so that they remain committed to provide financial, research, transfer of technology and capacity building assistance based on the principle of common-but-differentiated responsibilities. 

If we can realize a green economy then our opportunity to alleviate poverty will be bigger. We can also develop small and medium scale enterprises which are essential in creating employment opportunity oriented towards equitable distribution of economic growth and development in ASEAN. 

Recognizing different stages of development in different ASEAN Countries, the Indonesia Delegation would like to emphasize on the importance of working collectively to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. Even though the targets are very ambitious but we must remain strongly optimistic. Indonesia is honored to become one of the collective chairs of The United Nations High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post 2015 Development Agenda. President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono together with the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and President of Liberia will lead the world to advance the global development post- achievement of MDGs Targets. Therefore in this auspicious event, The Indonesian Parliament would like to request the support from ASEAN Parliaments and governments to contribute to the success of this high level panel’s efforts. 

Your Excellency the President of AIPA and 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

Other issue worthy of our attention in this AIPA General Assembly is disaster management. We are aware that the South East Asia region is very vulnerable to natural disaster and climate change. Therefore, aside from the existing disaster management cooperation framework that we have formulated in ASEAN and AIPA forum, we also need to raise the awareness and improve the disaster preparedness of the ASEAN people. The Indonesian Delegation proposes that AIPA promotes the endeavors to include natural disaster risk mitigation and climate change in the school curriculum in every level. We hopes that this initiative can enhance the effectiveness of our existing efforts.  

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

The implementation of solutions we have offered to resolve these regional problems will be more effective and efficient if the key roles of the women parliamentarians of AIPA are strengthened. Gender aspects must be mainstreamed in all parliamentary legislative, oversight and budgetary functions. Therefore, the Indonesian Delegation encourages that the role of parliamentarians of AIPA in all aspects of regional cooperation should be enhanced.

In conclusion, the Indonesian Delegation and indeed the entire ASEAN community have high expectations that this 33rd General Assembly of AIPA will of benefit to ASEAN. We hope that this Assembly will proceed smoothly and successfully in producing concrete resolutions which will be manifested in various resolutions which will be implemented and translated into policies which will benefit all the people of ASEAN. 
Wassalamu'alaikum Warohmatullahiwabarokaatuh
1

